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British Destroyers BelievedPolitical Crisis Believed to Have Been Caused by Spread-

ing of Bolsheviki and German Propaganda
Crown Prince Charles Takes Eeins

of Government.'

Submarines Off Dutch Coast the Night of
December 22 Ships May Have Col--

lided With Hun Mines.

London, Dec. 29 Three British torpedo boats believed to
have been attacked by submari nes in the fog which prevailed

Petrograd, Friday, Dec. 28 There are persistent rumors
here that King Ferdhland of Rumania has abdicated in favor of
Crown Prince Charles. &

Disturbed conditions in Rumania were reported in a dis-

patch from Petrograd dated Monday. It was said th'at news of

the night of December 22, off the Dutch coats were sunk. The
government admits the loss of 13 officers and the lives of 180

a revolutionary plot against King Ferdinand had been receiv
men comprising the crews- - of the vessels. The belief that the
vessels struck a mine is scouted despite the official report of
the Admiralty.

Following is official statement:
ed at the Bolsheviki headquarters
it was added, tended to confirm indications of a political crisis.
Except for this there has been little news from Rumania since "Three of our destroyers were mined or torpedoed during

foesv weather off the Dutch coast on the night of Dec. 22. Athe Rumanian army was forced
eastern front It had been reported that Bolsheviki and Ger total of 13 officers and 180 men

... .
: In the military tbjeatcajof war

ports :

"French aviators last night
in Mazieres les Metz and Thionville, and German establishments
in the vicinity of Vouzieres and

A zeppelin and a seaplane
been wrecked in the North Sea,

man propagandists rwere- - al,work
King; Ferdinand, who is a member

of the Hohenaonem family; succeeded
his uncle. Ems; Charles, In October,
1911, King-

- Charles bavin p dled on
October 10, Rumania, declared war
on Austria on August IT, 19H, and
Kins Ferdinand toot personal com-
mand of the army soon thereafter.

King Ferdinand is the son of Prince
Leopold of HohensoUern-Slgmaringe- n

and two of his brothers are generala In
the German army. He was bom In
Siemarincen August 24, 18S5.

Crown Prince Charles was born Oct
t. 1SS3, and is an officer hi the Ru

patch from Copenhagen quoting advices from West Jutland.
The zeppelin is said to have fallen in flames.
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Police id.
Heed Will

ilotluh
Stanley Refuses to Yield

to Pressure Brought
by Republican Party
Leaders King Fails
to Attend Caucus.

Under the pressure of dissat
isfaction from district leaders.
John C Stanley refuses o re
sign as president of the Board
of Police Commissioners, but it
is understood he will voluntar
ily quit within three or four,
months or after "things have
qui ted down." That the ad-

ministration . has - hinted for
Stanley's resignation was re-

vealed by men in close touch .

with the polictical situation to
day.

Mayor Clifford B. Wilson, it is said,
was also willing that Stanley should
resign. The matter was to have been
threshed out at a caucus of the admin.
lstration leaders yesterday afternoon
but the absence of John T. King up-
set matters. The Republican leadei
strangely disappeared yesterday after-
noon.

(

After his lieutenants had been led
to believe that he was in the city and
would attend the caucus, he failed to
show up and telephone and tele-

graphic communications with New
York failed to locate him.

As a result the entire slatev of ap-
pointments is still open as the mayor
will do nothing officially until King Is
present. It is reported that attempts
are being made for a caucus tomorrow
afternoon. '

The appointment of a member to
the Board of Police Commissioners is
the center of attraction. It is stated
on well founded authority that John
B. Lyddy will be ousted and the name
of Attorney Robert G. DeForest, Dem-

ocrat, has been mentioned as one who
might succeed Lyddy. :

Frank Anderson, a member of the ,

Board of Apportionment, is a likely
appointee to the Board of Fire Com-

missioners, and it is also anticipated
that Carl Lindqulst will be reappoint-
ed aa ar member of that board. Rob-
ert D. Ooddard is mentioned as a new
member of the Board of Apportion-
ment. . s.

BOO DRAFTS

ASSISTANTS FOR

R. R, OPERATION

Washington, Dec 29 Director Gen-
eral McAdoo spent today assembling
a staff of advisers and executive of-

ficers to assist him in administering
the railroads as a national unt He
conferred with John Barton Payne,
counsel for the shipping board, and
Interstate Commerce Commissioner
Anderso i An announcement , of
plans Is expected soon. -

The railroads' war board went to
work on a general scheme of opera-
tion. A few reports reaching here to-

day told of first efforts by local rail-
road officials to haul freight by shorU
est routes, as requested by the direc-
tor general In his first telegram to
railroad heads. ' 1

A oold wave accompanied by snow
in many localities probably would
prevent a noticeable Improvement in
freight congestion under government
operation for a week or more, offiolala

t said. .

It waa understood today that Mr.
McAdoo would use the various depart-
ments of the Interstate commerce
commission to execute most of his
orders, and In addition would form an
advisory cabinet including representa-
tives of the war and navy depart-
ments, tha shipping board, the fuel
and food administrations and the fed-
eral trade commission.

ARMT BALLOON LOST. .
'

Ssii To..- - -- ' Xe
word .hut seii !$; " ,om the
balloon sent up here at midnight
Thursday, carrying Capt. Paul

Instructor, and mtwi --- "

SMITH CLAIMS CLI

IS WORKING TO

Farmer Readers,
Your Attention!

An Announcement

Beginning with the new
year this paper will he is-

sued daily under the new
name of The Bridgeport
Times and Evening Far-
mer.

DRAFT HELP

FOR WES,
SNEAD SAYS

Washington, Dec. 29 Although
there has been suffering In the na
tional capital for lack of fuel, A. I
Snead, distributor for the 'fuel ad-
ministration, told the Senate Investi-
gating; committee today enough coal
had been shipped here to supply nor-
mal demands.

Coal was unavailable, he contend-
ed, because persons who could afford
it overbought, local dealers did not

the fuel administra
tion, and distributing facilities were
inadequate.

"The railroads are not entirely re-

sponsible for congestion due to cross-haulin- g,'

said Snead. "The operators
desire it is many cases, as lit often ex-

tends their distributing field."
Improvement In the New England

situation may be expected, Snead
said, as arrangements have been
been made for, some additional water
transportation for coaL He added that
no relief may be expected from the
New Kngland railroads.

"I believe we not only are coming
to government control of mines, but
conscription of labor," Snead told the
committee. of effort
Is essential to meet present demands."

He could see no chance to produce
the 50,000,000 tons that the fuel ad-
ministrator estimated the country is
short this year, and said restricted
use was necessary.

R. R. EXECUTIVES
REFUSE INCREASE
TO BROTHERHOODS

Washington, Dec. 29 The railroads
have definitely refused the demand of
their organized employes for 40 per
cent, increase In pay and have turned
the responsibility entirely to the gov-
ernment.

The railroad executives here today
In letting their decision be known
made no concealment of their feeling
that government operation is a step
toward government ownership, and
made clear that they felt the publlo
and the stockholders would demand
it.

GRAIN ELEVATOR
FIRE THREATENS
MUCH FOODSTUFF

Detroit, Dec. 29 Fire that early
today threatened tod estroy the eleva-
tor of the Union Depot Elevator Co.
was extinguished before it reached
the main grain bins. About 750,000
bushels of wheat, corn and oats was
saved. The loss was $25,000. Offl-oia- ls

of the company said the blaze
was of a suspicious origin. Seven fire
companies and a fire boat kept the
flames from spreading. -

TORPEDOES FOR

(J; S. TAMPERED

WITH IN SHOPS

Xew York. Dee. 29. Paul Hennlg, a
naturalised German, who has been
employed as a foreman In a Brooklyn
factory engaged in the making of tor-
pedoes for the United States govern-
ment, was remanded to jail without
bail In the federal eourt today,
charged with treason.

Hennig. authorities say, superin-
tended the assembling of the gyro-
scopes which control the course of the
torpedoes, Aeaerding to Diet-rio- t At-

torney France, some of these gyro-seop-

have been found "maliciously
mutilated." This was done in such a
way as to render useless the torpe-
does in which the gyroscopes were
installed.

"Not onlv would these torpedoes
have been worthless or weapons, but
it is iDossible that they would have
proved to be engines of destruction
for their own nsers." said the district
attorney. ,

to Have Been Attacked by

were lost."
in- - Europe the war office re

-

bombarded the railroad station

Rethel."
which was accompanying it have
according to a Central News dis

B-R- -R COLDEST

WAVE IN 7 YRS.

HITS THIS CITY

One degree below zero. The fore-
going mark broke all weather records
of this date in seven years for Bridge
port." The intense cold wave which
swept over .New England last night,
and today, grips this section of the
country, accompanied by flurries of
enow, is causing' intense suffering In
the city, owing to lack of fuel.

Transportation facilities are ham-
pered throughout the state and New
Boston reports one of the lowest tem
peratures in Connecticut, the mer
cury falling to 10 degrees below zero
The weather delayed all traffic on the
Central New England road and trains
on the New Haven road are far be
hind schedule.

Many trains were unable to main
tain schedules of steam from exhaust
pipes of locomotives turned to frost,
and engines worked badly due to
some extent, it was said, to the char
acter of coal with which the roads
are endeavoring to supply power.

No relief is promised by the
weather man in predictions for to-

night and tomorrow. It will con-
tinue to be cold and no relief la prom-
ised. The same biting northwest
wind which chilled Bridgeportera to
the bone this morning will . continue
and inmates of houses exposed to the
wind will suffer as a result.
n William Jennings, Bridgeport's of-
ficial weather prophet, states that be-
tween the hours of 1:30 o'clock yes-
terday afternoon and 9 o'clock this
morning the temperature dropped 37

degrees. The change eame about 5

o'clock yesterday afternoon dropping
by degrees to below the zero mark.

ARMY OFFICERS

AND DETECTIVE

SHOT IN TEXAS

El Paso, Texas, Deo. 29 Captain
Wylie J. White of an artillery regi-
ment, Lieut St Clair, deputy provost
marshal, and Edward Mebus, a city
deteetive, were seriously wounded last
night in a three-hande- d pistol fight
at the heme of Captain White, near
Fort Bliss.

According to the report of the affair
given out at police headquarters.
Lieutenant St. Clair, Detective Mebus
and a number of pol'ernfn and sol-
diers of the provost guard were hunt-
ing illegal liquor sellers operating in
the vieinity ef the army post.

The White , home was visited by
burglars - aa Christmas night and
when the eaptam heard someone
opening his bathroom window ha

Shortage oil Fuel in This
City is Again Very
Acute Families Suf
fering Appeal to Local
Board for Relief.

Following the wave of zero
weather and the government's
failure to provide daily shipA
mrnis of anthracite . coaL the
situation fn tMs city is gradu-
ally stamping back to the con-
ditions of 10 days ago, when
there wer only, a few. tons,
available, for domestic use. The
sufferings of hnndredsrof per-
sons is revealed in the Appeals
of family heads, which resum-
ed at the'offlee. of, the Fuel
Committee today after a mil of
several days'.'.",

. AoBnar to H neords of tha hvr--
offloa as djipmente have

been received tar water far the last
she days a to renbrte barges hold-i- nr

M.OM tons are anchored In the
harbor, bnt Jt 5 "aid only 5,009 tana
of tt are for Bridgeport's ogsnmp-tta- m

St waa reported todar thai aev-en-aJ

dealers had stopped deliveries,
becenae Cbx&z- - Mas were again empty.
Manr, oornna aooealed to the com-
mittee, aavtne that deaiera had re--
ftised make dattrerfea. .

Ownirtarnrg ware aJao made at the
ea Ulnae-- efflce tod&r to the effect
that jnerehaaaa were charging la ex-ee- as

of 13 aanaa Car hags oontainlng'

H pounds of eoaL hi violation of the
eoiBoattaeea rwroiatluna. Further ev-
idence C nfferizar are shewn hi let-te-xs

from rmzttxm factories reportingmnr faanHea to. dire need.
Th vlatt of Stayer CHfFord B. WI1--

mam. acca State Administrator Thomas
"W.- AuaseU to Washington has been

- frtfUOesa, aeoordln t Carl F. Slemon,
jbMtrmn of tfoe local committee, who
xr that aH shlsnieota receraUy re--

eetved were made through Oie efforts
ef Ova retail dealers. Attempts toi ret
Bhrpfaants fcr rail haw failed utterly .

eaanaoa deetarea that the sKaatlon
wta he. most acute If hammered by
Cor ma. " Boqad navteaHaa was crip-

pled tedsT. bat It la not known defl-nit- otr

tht It wot affect the Brldge--.

port attention u U Is rtnt ascertained
whether or not aar eoal laden barges
lira destined to this city. Memo wW
issue an official statemaet regarding
the sltaatlon. en Monday.

DILLBROOK CO.

1 BROUGHT INTO

E SENATE PROBE
-

... . ,
Washington. Dee. profit--

able "scrap sorting contracts," in con.
nection, with making of army unl--
forma, wfcleia testimony at the senate
committee investigation of war ai--
ues-na- e iea una rae ctmrmniees 01 m
council of national defense, came up
again at today's hearing while Quar-
termaster General Sharpe was still un-i- dr

examination.
TJt was developed that Samuel Kap-Im- S?

a member of one of the supply
cemanittees, had protested against

of a sorting contract in which
iia brother was Interested, and It was
tarthrdevelped that his brother was
treasurer of the MiKbrook Mill. Co.,
owning one of the Connecticut woolen
mills jwmmaaidieered by the govern-
ment,

Csnator Moffeilar asked whether
Emmanuel Kalian,' treasurer of the
Mitlbrook Kllll Co., was not a brother
of Samuel Kaplan, a member of a
supply committee. Gen. Sharps said
Ihe theught so.

Senator Weeks brought eut tiiat on
April 3 Boston wool dealers, offered

" all thLr wool to the government at
prevsJling prices but the offer never
ranched Gen. Sharpe, being referred to
tno general munition board by Secre-
tary Baker. -

THE WEATHEH.

Connecticut Cloudy and continued
odd tonight and Sundays madesate
north to narUnssat 'triads.

-in Pelrograd. Other reports,

to agree to an armistice on the

among the Rumanian, troops. -
manian army. " He la unmarried, al
though early tn 1914 It was reported
that bis betrothal to the then Grand
Duches Oltja of Russia had been

'

Queen Marie of Rumania, who was
a duchess of is a
rranddaoghter of Queen Victoria of
Great Britain and was married to King
Ferdinand on Jan. 10, 1893.

Since Rumania's entrance to the war
more than two-thir- ds of her territory
has been overrun by the enemy. The
royal family fled fom the capital,
Bucharest, in the fall of 191C and since
that time has been In Jassy.

QUE

FORGE

BANKRUPTCY

Miller and a few others, the com-
plaint alleges, have sought to fore-
close upon the shops, although It is
claimed the business is solvent. Ap-
plication for the receivership Is made
to prevent the foreclosure.

Bowers & Williamson appear for
the applicant, and Foster & Morgan
represent .Frank Miller and other
bondholders.

Henry Lee, testifying today said that
about October 1 of the present year
Frank Miller, of the City National
Bank, asked him to assign Jto the
oank bills receivable amounting to
about $42,000 to secure loans from
the bank 'of about $27,000. He said
Mr. Miller told him he believed the
government would soon take action
to step the production of non-ess- en

tials, and he wanted to protect the
money he had loaned to the business.
He aald his Instructions came from
the committee to do this, but were
verbal and given through Miller, and
was by advlee of Attorney Carl Fos
ter, his counsel.

Lee further said that It was neces
sary to have money to meet running
expenses,and Miller told him he would
not renew the company notes unless
the assignments were made. Some
of the bills were due,' others were due
In 30 days, and some at other times.
The assignment included all bills due
after October 1, and later bills due in
September had been assigned.

Under further question Lee admit-
ted he had totd the bookkeeper of the
concern not , to give information to
Smith concerning the business.

FOUR DAYS' SNOW
HALTS ALL WORK

OF U. S. SOLDIERS
With the American Army ia

France, Friday, Dec. 29 (By the As-

sociated Press) Still another day ef
howling snow storm the fourth
saw virtually the entire American ex-

peditionary . force within the army
zone abandon preparations to battle
the Germans and begin a fight to
keep from beins snowed under. All
last night and throughout today the
flakes fell, choking the reads and
badly delaying trams.

Virtually all training work was
called off, but will be resumed tomor-
row unless more heavy snow makes it
impossible.

13 DELINQUENT

DRAFTEES VISIT

POLICE STATION

From lists published In newspapers
and from other sources, thirteen men
who had failed to return their ques-

tionnaires to the local draft boards
within the specified Ume, learned yes-

terday that the police were searching
for them, ana voluntarily surrendered
themselves to their district draft of-

ficials.
All of these men had excuses to of-

fer, the , majority claiming that they
had not received their blank forms
through the mails. Others said that
they were Ignorant' of what was re-

quired of them under the law, . but
were willing to comply with the Se-

lective Service Regulatlone If In-

structed as to what was required of
them.

None in this group of thirteen for-

feited their rights to claim exemp-
tion or deferred classification, theti
reasons being accepted as satisfac-

tory by their local boards. The
men were allowed to fill out ques-
tionnaires at once and file them.

Discretionary powers are. given the
local boards. It waa learned today,
to extend the time allotted for re-

turning questionnaires in Individual
cases. If circumstances warrant such
action. This right has already been
exercised by at least one board, and
all of the others will follow whenever
need arises.

The law requires that questionnaires
be returned to the local boards with-

in seven days, 'but also allows fi fe days
to the police in which to make Inves-

tigation and report after receiving the
names of delinquents, so that at least
twelve days time arev given the board
before It is necessary to- - submit these
names to the Provost Marshal Gen-

eral, in Washington.
Usually more time is taken than

twelve days, since several days may be
consumed In preparing lists for sub
mission to the police, and the boards
may generally grant to individuals
an extension of at least five days. If

they deem the case worthy. No ar-

rests have as yet been made and the
penalty for technical violation is being
overlooked by legal beards.'

U. S. CONSULATE
IN COSTA RICA

RAZED BY FIRE
i

San Jobs, Costa Rica, Dee. 29 The
American consulate, the International
club, the principal department steie
of the city, and all the other buflc --

ines but two on the public square
were destroyed by fire today. Meiit
or Xhe papers ia the consulate wert
lest. There was ne loss of life. The
damage Is estimated at $1,609,000,
mostly insured.

CO INTO

- Ctalmtn- - that a bondholders com-
mittee which far several years has
had the voting of the stock of Q tt
H. Strata, a stockholder of the EL H.
BL Bmlth BOver Co. of Stratftird, are
seeking to force the company Into
foankraptey through foreclosure pro
oeeOlngs with the intent to take over
the business of the company, aippUea- -
tlona for a receivership of the com
pany naa een made to Judge Wi-
lliam OC Iffaltfele of the superior court
br Smith, and testimony to stmort his
claim Is being heard today. Henry
(Lee. manager of the company for the
bondholders' committee, was Ques-
tioned at length regarding the affairs
of the ibusineees.

The Bmlth Silver Co. is located fat
Btratford upon the town line of
Bridgeport. In 1913 it got into finan-
cial difflctil ties, having large assets,
but Mttle cash, and a receivership was
applied for and granted. . Henry L
was named receiver and continued tn
thai capacity iter a period of nearly

la year. His nnal report as aeeepua
I by the court showed asset of about
tm m uld a indebtedness of

195.000

Through an agreement readied
th8 creditors, B. H. H. Smith

turnei OVer his stock in the concern
tha bondholders who In turn elect--

ed a committee of themselves to vote
the stock and manage the business.
This committee is headed by Frank

! Miller of the City National Bank of
Bridgeport.
i Recently - the Interest upon the

! bonds has been defaulted, and some
' of the ' bondholders. Including Frank

BANKERS TAkEN
BY BOLSHEVIKI

GIVEN FREEDOM

Washington!, Dec. 29 B. R. Stevens,
manager of the National City branch
bank in Petrograd, and ,his assistant,
a Mr. Link, arrested when the Bolshe-
viki seized the bank, have been re-

leased, American Ambassador Francis
reported today.

Ambassador Francis' dispatches
added nothing to yesterday's news ca,-bl- es

on the seizure of the banks, tmt
said that Stevens and his assistant,
after being arrested, were marched
through the streets to the bank, when
they were released. What action, if
any, because of the seizure, has been
taken by the American embassy, was
not mentioned. n


